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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgments 

1 . This office action is in response to the reply filed on September 8, 2008. 

2. In the reply, the applicant elected group II, claims 7-14 and 29. Claims 1-30 are 
pending in the application. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 14 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 14 depends on 
independent claim 7; however, claim 7 requires directing fluid through the passage 
while the irrigation tube is situated over or along the guidewire whereas claim 14 
requires withdrawing the guidewire from the irrigation tube before fluid is directed 
through the passage. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 7-11, 14 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hanson et al. (US 5,709,874) ("Hanson"). 

Hanson discloses a method for irrigating a body cavity C5 L46-49; comprising: 

Pushing a guidewire 28 having a bulbous enlargement 30 at a distal end into the 
body cavity; then sliding an irrigating tube 12 over or along the guidewire, the irrigating 
tube having a distal end 19, a passage 20 and an opening 24 at or near the distal end 
which communicates with the passage; then directing fluid 25 through the passage 
defined by the irrigating tube while the irrigating tube is situated over or along the 
guidewire. See Figs. 2, 9. 

The body cavity of Hanson can be the colon whereby the guidewire would be 
pushed through the anal sphincter and rectum into the colon C4 L1 1-25. 

The bulbous enlargement 30 has a smooth outer arcuate surface Fig. 2 such that 
the body cavity is not perforated. 

The guidewire 28 is situated in the passage 20 defined by the irrigating tube 12 
and the irrigating tube slides over the guidewire, the fluid 25 being directed in the 
passage over the guidewire, see Figs. 2, 9. 

The guidewire is guided through the body cavity by manipulating the bulbous 
enlargement C6 L33-37. 

According to claim 14, the guidewire can also be withdrawn from the irrigating 
tube before fluid is directed through the passage defined by the irrigating tube C13 L19- 
39. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hanson in view of Majlessi (US 4,842,583). 

Hanson discloses the invention as substantially claimed (see above). However, 
Hanson does not directly disclose the size of the bulbous enlargement to have a 
diameter of about 0.25in to about 0.75in. Hanson does disclose that the length and 
diameter of the tube 12 with vary depending on the body conduit C4 L59-65. Further, 
all the figures of Hanson show the guidewire 28 with its bulbous enlargement 30 being 
sized to fit within the tube 12. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the size of 
the tube 12 and thus also the size of the guidewire and bulbous enlargement to 
correspond to a size appropriate for insertion into the colon. A bulbous enlargement 
with a size of about 0.25in to about 0.75in would be an appropriate size for insertion into 
the colon. This sized bulbous enlargement is also taught by Majlessi and guiding the 
guidewire through the body cavity by manipulating (grasping) the bulbous enlargement 
and pulling the guidewire outward from the body cavity to compress and shorten the 
distance between an entrance to the body cavity and a treatment site C3 L54-61 . It 
would be obvious to combing Hanson and Majlessi because Majlessi discloses a 
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guidewire and irrigation tube in one piece Hanson is an obvious variant in that in 
Hanson the guidewire and irrigation tube are separate pieces. It has been held that 
constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill 
in the art. Nerwin v. Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DEANNA K. HALL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2819. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on 571-272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Deanna K. Hall/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3767 
12/3/08 

/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



